Schizophrenia as a disorder of cerebral state transition.
This paper offers a speculative consideration of the schizophrenic process in the light of recent findings concerning the wave nature of electrocortical activity. These findings indicate that changes of brain state can be described in the terminology of finite-state machines, and both the instantaneous states and the state transitions can be specified. It is suggested that the mental phenomena of schizophrenia may be reducible to events (some specific type of instability) which could be observed by appropriate analytic techniques applied to EEG. Present empirical EEG findings in schizophrenics are reviewed in this light, and the role of dopamine blockade in treatment is also considered.